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Introduction 



Postsecondary awards below the bachelor’s degree constitute a large 
and growing segment of U.S. postsecondary credentials. In 2007, 
almost 40 percent of undergraduate credentials conferred in U.S. 
postsecondary institutions were below the bachelor’s degree 
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(Knapp, Kelly-Reid, and Ginder 2008). 1 In the following year, 47 
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percent of all undergraduates were enrolled in programs below the 
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bachelor’s degree. 2 

Often referred to as subbaccalaureate awards or credentials, awards 
below the bachelor’s degree are associate’s degrees and occupational 
certificates. Associate’s degrees typically take 2 full-time years to 
complete, while occupational certificates can take anywhere from a 
few months to several years to finish (Grubb 2002). 3 The two insti- 
tutional sectors that confer most subbaccalaureate awards are public 
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1 The actual number is 39 percent, calculated from totals in table 7, in 
Knapp, Kelly-Reid, and Ginder (2008). Results from this publication and 
in the current report are based on U.S. postsecondary institutions partici- 
pating in Title IV federal financial aid programs, which account for about 
96 percent of postsecondary institutions that submit data to the Depart- 
ment of Education (see “Data and Definitions” for more detail). 

2 Includes undergraduates enrolled in associate’s degree or certificate pro- 
grams (U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, 2007-08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 
(NPSAS:08), computation by NCES QuickStats on 8/03/09). 

3 "While this is the established length of time for these programs, the actual 
time students take will vary according to their attendance status (full time 
or part time) and continuity of enrollment. 



